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TEN MINUTES 


REFLECTION, Oe. 


* 


Sou time ago I uſed the freedom to ad- 


dreſs to you a very ſhort plain Paper, un- 


der the title of- TEN MinuTts CauTiIoN” 
againſt ſome Doctrines which Mr. Tho- 


MAS PAINE and others were at great pains 


to inculeate. To any man who had 


leiſure to think on the ſubject, and was 


_ diſpoſed to think impartially, I believe 
that Caution was not very neceſſary. The 
preſent Paper ſtands perhaps more in need 


of an Apology ; it were indeed ſcarcely _ 
poſlible to imagine; that any rational per- 
ſon who had heard of the late Events in 
France could be inſenſible to the feelings 

| Ag + „ 


A'S 


* 92 ö 3 AE 2 . i 
they muſt raiſe in every honeſt heart, or 


the reflections they muſt cauſe in every 


ſound mind, did we not ſtill ſee examples 
of Individuals and Societies, wicked or 
mad enough to countenance thoſe pro- 
ceedings, and to hold out to their Coun- | 
trymen the ſame ſort of Doctrines by 
which all this miſchief in our neigh- 
bouring Country has been occaſioned. I 
believe thoſe Perſons and Societies to be 
as deſpicable in themſelves, as their 


Doctrines are pernicious ; yet I hope, my 


Friends and Fellow-Citizens, you will for- 
give my anxiety, if while they are trying 

to miſlead you by Falſehoods and Miſre- 
Preſentations, I wiſh to mention to you 

a few Reflections, which muſt, I think, 
ſtrike every man of common ſenſe and 
common honeſty, on the preſent ſituation 
of that WN 1 : 


* 


_ 
* * ; 


Os believe thoſe Advocates fs the pronch 
| Revolutions (for, as might have been ex- 
pected, they have not been contented with 

_ „ N one 


* 


. A.) 
one (will hardly venture to ſhock Britiſh 
Humanity by vindicating the Barbarities of . 
the Mob of Paris, though ſome of the 
Newſpapers, known by the name of 0p- 
Poſition Papers, have publiſhed what they 
call Apologies and Palliations of them. It 
will be difficult, I think, even at the 0! 
Bailey, to find Readers who can excuſe 
murdering hundreds in cold blood, carry- 
ing their heads on Pikes, mangling their 

bodies, and acting ſuch horrible and beaſt- 

ly cruelties as none but Cannibals were 
ever ſuppoſed to practiſe. Theſe are not 
the Writings, therefore, which any who 
| knows the people of Great Britain will 
think it neceſſary to anſwer. But there are 
ſome men more artful in their attempts to 
miſlead you; who blame thoſe Barbarities, 
but vindicate the Doctrines and Principles 
by which they have been cauſed. It is of 
| ſach Principles, that a very little reflection 
on what has paſſed during the laſt three 
Fears in France, will, I think, nei er 
teach us to beware. 
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1 am no Philoſopher, my Friends ; but 


it ſeems plain enough to any man of 


common underſtanding, that in any 


Country that has been civilized or gover- 
ned at all, ſetting up the new and fanci- 
ful ſyſtem of the Rights of Men as the rule 
of public conduct, is bidding farewell to 
85 any thing like Government or Law, Or- 
5 der, Peace, or Security. In any Society, 5 
except Government has power, no man 


can be free; becauſe freedom in my neigh- 


bour to do me wrong may be Liberty to 
him, but it is Tyranny to me. Such has 
been the ſtate of France for ſome time 
paaſt; yet they have told us France was free 
DS all the time, becauſe the Tyrants that im- 


priſoned; robbed, and murdered, the peo- 


ple, were not Kings or Nobility, but were, 
on the contrary, what they call Sant Cu- 
lottee, which may be tranſlated the, Tatterde- 
mallians of — very Os of the earth. 


in every Society, except in the 9 
his 0 N 8 | woods 


$4.7 


woods of the Savages, Property and Rank 
muſt be unequal, though the happineſs 
they afford are more equal, believe, than 
wee are ſometimes apt to imagine. The ſe- 
curity of that happineſs i is the great point ; 
if that is taken away, the value of the 
_ greateſt and the leaſt is equally deſtroy- 
ed. The only perſons who can then have 
enjoyment in any thing will be thoſe few | 
deſperate and abandoned men, who are 
too idle to have got any property of their 
own, and too worthleſs to have any con- 
ſideration for their en or 1 
0 Creatures. | 
0 When people talk of Equality, which is 
a word much in vogue of late, I am a- 
fraid they generally think only of being 
equal to thoſe who are now above ca 
not of thoſe who are now below them 
becoming equal to themſelves. Depend 
upon it, the deſire of Levelling will be 
at leaſt as ſtrong in the lower rank as in 
TE ET | any 
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any of thoſe above it. If Tradeſmen think 
it fair that they ſhould be equal to Lords 
(God knows they are generally much 
Happier) their Workmen will think them- 
ſelves equally intitled to be on a par with 
them; and the honeſt Workmanwho now 
brings up his family decently and com- 
_ fortably on the profits of his labour, does 
not perhaps reflect, that on this new plan 
of Equality, the ſturdy ruffian who now 
begs a halfpenny from him at the corner 
of the ſtreet, may chuſe to eat the dinner 
he has provided for his Wife and Children, 
or to knock him down with his crutch, 
if he refuſes his conſent to that propoſal. 
The only man who can gain on this Plan, 
is he whe has nothing to loſe ; and they 
will probably get mo, who riſk 
nothing if they ſhould fall. Such has 
been the caſe in France. The Sans Culottes, 
the naked blackguards, have been in 
truth the Rulers of that miſerable Coun- 
| wy” You know that in defiance of the pre- 
es tended 


(1) 
tended Government of the National Af- 
ſembly, theſe worthy Gentlemen took 
upon them the diſpoſal of the Lives and 
Properties of their Fellow- Citizens, and 
after having amuſed themſelves (ſhock- 
ing as the word is, I uſe it ſeriouſly) with 
murder one day, went about the next, 
ſtopping every decent perſon in the 
ſtreets, and took from them whatever 
part of their property or apparel they 
thought worth taking. The National 
Aſſembly wrote high flown Decrees a- 
gainſt this in vain; they would ſcarcely 
indeed wonder at what was a natural 
EC conſequence of the rule of Equality and 
the Rights of Men, for which their Phi- 
loſophers had written as high flown de- 
e before. | | 


mY But, ſay our Reforming Writers and So- 
cieties, we do not mean in any degree 
to give birth to ſuch confuſion and 
2 diſorder: we mean monly to make Govern- 
5 ment 


EY 
ment what it ought to be, an ys 
ment for the Good of the. People. 80 
ſaid the firſt Reformers of France, 8 
many of them, I believe, ſaid it ſincerely, 
which is more than my knowled ge of 
ſome of our Reformers will allow me to 
believe of them. But have things in 


| France turned out as thoſe beſt of the Re- 
volutioniſts expected? Would they not 


have ſhuddered to think, that fuch Aſ- 


ſaſſinations and Maſlacres as have de- 


luged Paris, and ſome other towns in 


France with blood, could poſſibly happen 
in any land where common Reaſon or 
Humanity exiſted? Such, however, have 


been the effects of letting looſe, under 5 


the idea of Reformation, a ſpirit of Re- 
volution, and of contempt for Order and 
Good Government. Suffer People once 
to ſhake off eſtabliſhed Government, and 
fancifulmen to propoſe viſionary ſchemes 


in its ſtead, and the greateſt injuſtice and 


| miſrule will 3 e 


9 


-_ 
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It is, I fancy, not an _ matrer, even 
fas the wiſeſt and the moſt virtuous men 
to make a Government for a. Nation. The 
old eſtabliſhed Government, which is 

called the Conſtitution, comes on by degrees, 
as neceſſity requires, and as the ſituation 
of the people admits. But if the greateſt 
Philoſopher, or a ſet of the greateſt Phi- 
loſophers, ſit down in their ſtudies, with- 
out that neceſſity, to invent or to mend 
à Conſtitution, it is a thouſand to one they 
make a bungling piece of work of it. 1 
am a. Plain Man, and therefore may be 
excuſed a homely Simile: if any of us 
wiſhed to have a coat made, I think we 
ſhould hardly ſay to our neighbour the 
Taylor, who: had ſerved us well for many 
a year, . You are a Bun gler at your Trade, 
and I will not employ you any longer; 
you follow. the old vulgar practice of 
| taking meaſure, which 1 am now too wiſe 
to ſubmit to; I am to ſend for the Pro- 
7 r of Anatomy, who ROOT how a man is 
. made 


LW) 
made by Nature, and he ſhall cut my coat 
for me of that perfect pattern which be- 
comes it.” I really think the French Phi- 
loſophers have acted juſt as ridiculouſly: 
in the beſt of them this was only F u 


and Vanity; in the worſt of cdi it was 
| Knavery a and IRS 
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L have lived to ſuch an age, f 
Friends, as to have had time to look a- 
bout me with ſome obſervation, from 
| which we can always judge, if we will 
F', notallowourſelves to be carried away by 
fine words. Tell me, upon recollection, 

Have you often known any of thoſe 
Violent Reformers good for any thing as, 

x Merchant, a Tradeſman, or a Manufac- 
turer? Was his buſineſs thriving, his fami- 
Ji ly happy, hisſervants or workmen well u- 
ſed and comfortable? Orwas he not, gene- 
rally, an idle, diſſipated, vapouring fellow, 
harſh to his wife, neglectful of his fami- 
I, a Pn n an * dealer? 

the 
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; The great Leaders of the French Mob 


were, I underſtand, juſt ſuch men as 
theſe men of fine tongues, but black 


hearts, whoſe perſons nobody regarded, 

and whoſe characters every body who 
knew them deſpiſed ; men, in ſhort, who 

never could be any thing during the 


peace and proſperity of a country, but 


who were likely to be leadin g men when 


people were to be led to villanies and 
crimes. The more you know of their 
Friends and Aſſociates in Britain, the 
more, I believe, you will diſcover that 

they are of a piece with thoſe in France, 
in their characters as well as in their 


Dearines, 


| Mr. Ppalxn and moſt of his Diſciples, 
having no property of their own to take 
care of, are the more diſintereſted, no 
doubt, in their great care of yours: it is 
your money they with to ſave by a. 
e which, 9 tell Ge] will 1 greats | 


—— — — — — eres — 


1x leſſen the public expences, which un- 
der the preſent eſtabliſhment, preſs ſo 
hard on the bulk of People. I might 
make a ſhort anſwer to this, by. defiring 
them to tell us, if in any of thoſe countries 
where, as they ſay, the expences of Go- 
vernment are much ſmalier, there is the 
ſame comfort, the ſame good living, a- 
mong the bulk of the people as in Eng- 
land ? the truth ſeems to me to be, that in 
every rich and thriving country, the ex- | 
pences of Government muſt be greater 
than in a poor one, becauſe Offices will 
not be executed well and honourably, nor 
will thoſe who hold them, have the reſpect 
that is neceſſary for executing them well, 
unleſs the Salaries bear a proportion 0 
the fortunes of the people around them. 
The French have become great Econo- 
miſts in that way, and have cut down, in 
their ſhort-hand manner, the Salaries of 
different offices to a very ſmall propor- 
tion of what they Were, But what ſort 
| "1, "oF 
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of people have they got to fill thoſe 
Offices, or how have they been execu- 
ted? And even in the ſaving, I am told 
they have been ſadly diſappointed : accor- 
ding to our good old proverb, they have 
been penny-wiſe, and pound-foolifh : it 
has coſt them more to repair the ill done 
work of their new Officers, than the 
higheſt allowance which Engliſh Libera- 
lity would have made for the appoint- 
ments. . 


8 1 have heard ſome of my diſcontente.l 
« Neighbours talk of the hardſhips there 
was, that ſuch and ſuch a great man had 
ſo much a-year from the Public, while 
the Poor were ſo butthened as they are. 
Now I very much doubt, whether in fact 
the poor contribute any thing to the 
payment of thoſe great men's Salaries. I. 
have had a good deal of experience in 
that line, and I believe the workman is 
always paid for his work accordin gto the 
* B "rat 
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rate which his living coſts; and the 


Taxes and Burthens that his Employers 
pay, are laid on the price of what they 
ſell, over and above his wages. If there 
is a briſk ſale for what he works on, he 


may get higher wages; if a dull ſale, he 
will get lower, or he may want work al- 


together. The rich men that live round 
us make the ſale briſk, and if they have 


their luxuries, we have our profits from 
them. But, as I take it, the Rights of 


Men, the Liberty and Equality we hear fo. 
much about, would ſoon ſet the work- 


men idle altogether. So I underſtand its 


has done in Paris; there indeed ſome of 
them have found. other trades ; they 
have become Buichers of defenceleſs pri- 


ſoners, gray-haired old men, and helpleſs 


women and children. In Britain, thanks 
be to God, we have more worthy, em- 


ploy ments; and there never was a time 
when Induftry was | better. rewarded, 


when Trade was briiker, Manufactures 
Les more. 


CY. Tal 
more flouriſhing, or the Conntry more 
thriving than at preſent. I truſt it will , 
continue ſo, notwithſtanding all the 
pains our Reformers and Revolutioniſts 
take to make it otherwiſe. Some of 
rhem, we know, have an intereſt againſt 
the Proſperity of this Country, and are 
therefore excuſable in point of prudence, 
if they ſet Humanity and Goodneſs (as 
they can caſily do) out of the queſtion. 
But what apology could we find for our- 
ſelves, if we ſhould be ſeduced by thoſe 
tempters to commit a ſort of ſelf. murder 
on our Country? Even Satan himſelf did 
not tempt Fob to ſuicide, till he was poor, 
and miſerable, and fick, and naked. Theſe 
Modern Satans have the impudence to 
tempt us to the ſame ſort of crime, when, 
like Fob in his firſt ſtate, our ſubſtance is 
great and encreaſing, when our ſheep, 
Hur cattle, and our ſtores abound. 


— 3 
Vou will obſerve, my Friends, that 
2 thoſe 
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thoſe French Philoſophers whom our Re- 
- formers ſo much admire, had nothing to 


reſtrain them but the riſk they might | 
run in this world. All belief of a God 


| and another world they had thrown. en- 


tirely aſide. Are you willing, my Friends, 
to part with this faith and hope, which 
to every good man is the great com- 
fort of his life, which gives a higher re- 


+ liſh to his proſperity, a ſtay and a reſting, 


place to which he can flee in adverſity? 


Will you not ſcruple ſetting looſe your 
Families, your Workmen, your Cuſto- 


mers, and your Correſpondents, from the 


* awe of God and a good Conſcience, and 


of a future ſtate of rewards. and puniſh- 
ments? for the purpoſes of the French 


roth of Auguſt Men this conyerſion was, 
hs doubr, well contrived; they had over- 
thrown the Law and the Government; 


they had only to efface the ene 


check, the DEITY, from the minds of their 


5 3 2 Followers, 


7 


* 
©” 
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Followers, : d.chey could: then be ſet to 
* thing, 


RE ; 
* 


I will not, my Friends, do che French. 
Nation. ſo much injuſtice as to ſuppoſe, 
that this madneſs, and-wickedneſs, and- 
impiety, are ſpread over the whole, or 
even any conſiderable. part of it. I can- 
not bring myſelf to think: ſo ill of any 
ſet of human beings. But that is juſt the 
misfortune of ſetting looſe eſtabliſhed 

Government. A few deſperate, abandon- 
ed men will then ſtart up, and impudent- 
: ly call themſelves the People. The People, 
accuſtomed to have Government act for 
them, and protect them, will fit ſtill and 
ſubmit to that handful. of Blackguards 
and Ruffians, and ſuffer more from them 
in one week than from almoſt the worſt 
Government in a century. Remember 
_Aſop's Fable of the Sheep and the Dog. 
The Sheep complained that the Dog fed 

on the milk that ſhould have fattened 
their 


tt) 
their Lambs, and that he chaced them 
very roughly if at any time they ſtrayed 
from the fold. I never eat milk,” ſaid 


the Wolf, and as I like Freedom my- 
ſelf, I will not reſtrain yours.“ The Dog 
was diſmiſſed, and the Wolf inſtead of 
the milk, eat up the Lambs themſelves. 


I think there are none of us ſo filly as not 
to apply the moral to thoſe Wolves in 


| | Sheeps cloathing, who preach up the ad- 
_  vantages of Revolutions, and the Expence 
of inne 


It is ating: ſuch men, my Friends, 


that I with you to be on your guard, and 
to take warning by the ſufferings of our 


Neighbours, how you liſten to their ar- 
guments. Were this Country even in 
the ſituation France was in formerly, 
(with many faults in her Government; 
we will allow) you ſee what a dreadful 


change for the worſe the principles of 


ſuch men might bring upon us. But as 
V 


t: 3 235 


we are protected in our perſons, 1 in 
our property, with our Country proſpe- 
rous and flouriſhing, and every opportu- 
nity of our proſpering along with her, 
many of our Equals, riſing to the greateſt 
wealth and influence, which are open to 
the loweſt of us all, if they have Induſ- 
ry or Abilities to attain them ; while no 
man, however much above us, can do us 
the ſmalleſt injury or injuſtice unpuniſh- 
ed; can we think, without abhorrence 
'and indignation, of any arguments that 
would perſuade us to run the riſk Of ex- 
changin g all thoſe Bleſſings for ſuch 
ſcenes as France has lately witneſſed? 

I leave it to yourſelves (for I am no ora- 
tor) to find out Words ſtrong enough for 

the wickedneſs of thoſe who uſe ſuch ar- 
gum: nts, or the Folly of thoſe who can 
be en by them. | 
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